Staying positive
takes a lot of work.
You're doing great.

Hello,
| hope that you are all well and looking forward to the week ahead — it's going to be a hot one!

| have been thinking of some ideas which | think you child will enjoy and also support their
language and learning development. Feel free to have a go and enjoy @

Feely Bag You could create your own feely bag, such as an old rucksack, an empty tissue box or

cereal box (please no plastic bags) with items in from around the house. Use a bag that your child

cannot see through. This is a wonderful opportunity for children to explore their senses.

Encourage your child to think about texture and descriptive terms for the objects. Are they bumpy,

bubbly, coarse or furry? Children can develop a wide vocabulary by thinking about different texture
words. You can use this activity to try and match different items. Can you find two objects that are

bumpy or two that are smooth?

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Introduction

This is great for language skills and lots of fun! Rhymes are really important for children’s literacy
and communication skills.

Twinkle Twinkle Twinkle, twinkle, little star,

How | wonder what you are.

Up above the world so high,

Like a diamond in the sky.
Activities
Singing
Have fun singing or saying the rhyme together. Make your own actions for the stars twinkling in
the night sky. When you talk about up above, reach up high. You can be as dramatic and

expressive as you wish. Talk about stars Where and when will you see them? Use this as an
opportunity to enrich your child’s language and to have conversations.

Make your own stars

You could draw them and cut them out. Can you make stars in different sizes and patterns?
Perhaps you could make them out of different materials. You could try play dough or salt dough.
Why not make some star biscuits and ice them. Remember to seek out the opportunities to
develop their vocabulary and their understanding. Describe the stars you made. Are they stripy,
shiny, sparkly, smooth, zigzagged, soft etc? Which one do you like the best and why? Can you
make one that looks like a diamond in the night sky? This is great for learning about properties
and scientific language. Try sticking tin foil onto card and then cutting out star shapes. You could



make patterns with a pencil on the foil. How many stars do you have? Count them together,
touching each one as you say the number.

Feeling energetic? Why not do some star jumps! See how many you can do, counting as you go.

Make a rocket ship

Why not create your own rocket ship together to fly to the stars. You could make this from old
boxes, plastic containers, scrap materials and other bits and bobs you can find. Cutting, creating,
designing, imagining and inventing are all great learning opportunities. Where will your rocket ship
travel to? Will there be a count down... 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, blast off? What name will you give your super
spacecraft? You may have toy figures that you can incorporate into the play. Your child may
pretend to travel through the air and into space. Which planet will they go to? You can use
language such as soar, speed, zoom, float and atmosphere. Why not make a spaceship from your
sofa cushions and other bits and bobs A spoon may be a gear stick or a colander might be a part
of the control panel. Use what you have around the house. Pretend you are an astronaut on a
mission. This creative activity is great for encouraging them to make up stories, be imaginative
and enrich their language.

A little bit of Maths... &)

Introduction

There’s so much you can do about learning about sizes and measurement in a play based way. It
is important to use lots of different terms to increase your child’s mathematical vocabulary as well
as their understanding.

Vocabulary

Long, longer, shorter, short, wide, narrow, big, little huge, immense, giant, minute, tiny, teeny,
same, taller, etc..

Activities
* Find your dolls, teddies, play figures etc. Line them up from the tallest to the shortest.

» How tall are you? Can you measure your height? Young children often like playing with tape
measures. Let them just experience and explore. They could also play with rulers and see how
long things are.

» Use a spoon as a measuring device. Go around and see if things are the same size, shorter or
longer than the spoon.

* Why not make a paper chain. Talk about this getting, longer, the more you add. You could
measure it. You could also count the links together.

* How many strides is the room length? How many steps is it?
* Who is the tallest in your house? Who is the shortest and who is in the middle?
» Can you make a list or a collection of teeny, tiny things? What other words describe small?

» Which things are larger than e.g. a cow? Could it be a bus, a whale, a house, a car etc? Make a
list or draw things.

* Draw around your hands. Who has the largest hands? How many fingers do you have?

* Make long and short play dough worms and snakes.



Here is also the link to an amazing site about language and speech:

https://small-talk.org.uk/?gclid=EAlalQobChMIwOr20YSX6AIVh7PtCh1T1AD7EAAYASAAEglec D BwE — filled with
great ideas and resources @)

TONGUE TWISTERS!

: Read each of the tongue twisters out loud.

1 Say them quickly four or five fimes.

: Which one is easiest?

1 Which is the trickiest?

Santad’s sleigh slides on Bobby brings bright N e e e e e e e e e Ll ’
slick snow bells

What do you notice about how the tongue twisters are written? Can you think
of a good tongue twister of your own? Make it really hard to say.

Ten tiny trains toot She sells seashells on
ten times the sea shore

Purple paper people,

Bubble bobble, bubble,

purple paper people, bobble, bubble bobble..
purple paper people...

The Aliens Have Landed

e e e e e -
I Do you believe aliens exist? What would happen if they landed on Earth?

Read the poem below inspired by the book "Aliens Love Underpants’ by Claire Freedman and

! Ben Cort.

Can you write your own story about aliens landing in your
garden? What would they look like and how would you
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1 The aliens have landed Their feet no longer deepest biue, 1 9
' ] sty ' Would they b to look aft O Id they k
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' The one just over there. All kinds of different shades, '
They're wearing socks and marching fast - H H
1 Tre hpedoutvryquicky e s onprae 1 getting up to mischief?
1 In groups of three and four 1 .
! Maybe even more! They're wearing 3 pairs each, !
1 Yellow, purple, Indigo, 1
1 I wonder why they've chosen Earth Turquoise, pink and peach. 1
1 And where they're going now? 1
1 1 hope they're feeling friendly There’s long and short ones, old and new
But they toes buittin, !
1 Some are mighty woolly 1
1 They shivered as they moved along. ‘And some are wearing thin. 1
: s basmoctelonihes -
Their bodies were a shade of green, 1 wonder where they got them
! Their feet a deepest biue. Did they buy them from a shop? 1
1 Or steal from people’s houses. 1
1 I heard a brrrr and chattering, 1 wouldn't tell them “stop”! 1
N Astrangely chilly sound,
Could it be the Earth's too cold They're heading back now into space !
1 For them to hang around? | suppose it's a reli 1
1 What if they'd stayed and we found out 1
1 But wait, they're back already They ail had smelly feet! '
1 And what is this | see?
% 1
1 1



https://small-talk.org.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwOr2oYSX6AIVh7PtCh1T1AD7EAAYASAAEgJec_D_BwE

-~
I 100 square games and activities It can help us in lots of areas of maths if we can quickly recall our multiplication facts.
1 ® Pick a number to start from and countin 1’s, 2’s, 5's and 10’s.

1 ® Make it fun and count in funny voices — can you count like a robot or with a very high voice?

I @ Cover up several numbers on the 100 square. Can you work out which numbers are

Let's get practising our 3x, 4x, 6x and 8x table!
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Remember we are still a school, even though we may not all be together yet. We are so proud of
you all!

Best wishes, Miss Haynes



