
 

History National Curriculum Links  

Phase/Year 
Group 

Statutory Content and Guidance  Aims & Concepts Key Vocabulary  

Key Stage 
One 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should 
know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and 
answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features 
of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which 

it is represented. 

Year One • Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national 

life (Stevenage/Shops)  

• The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 

national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to 

compare aspects of life in different 
periods (Explorers)  

• Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally (The 

Gunpowder Plot)  

• Achievements and follies of 
mankind 
 

• Understand historical concepts 
such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, 
similarity, difference and 

significance. 
 

• Make connections, draw 
contrasts, frame historically-valid 

questions. 

 

• Understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national 

and international history; 

 
 

Long ago, older, newer, then, 
now, past, present, future, day, 
month, year, yesterday, week, 

when, 
 

Timeline, change, local, 
 

Same, different, similar, 
significant, event 

 
Explorer, expedition, voyage, 

significant, remember, 
commemorate, achievement 

 
Houses of Parliament, 

gunpowder, plot, plotters, King, 
treason, Guy Fawkes, explosion, 

Catholic, Protestant, religion, 
fireworks, remembrance, 

London, England.  



 

Year Two • Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national 

life (Toys) 

• Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally (Great 

Fire of London)  

• The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 

national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to 

compare aspects of life in different 
periods (Florence Nightingale, Mary 

Seacole, Edit Cavell)  

• Achievements and follies of 
mankind 
 

• Understand historical concepts 
such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, 
similarity, difference and 

significance. 
 

• Make connections, draw 
contrasts, frame historically-valid 
questions and create their own 

structured accounts 

• Understand the methods of 
historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to 
make historical claims, and 

discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of 
the past have been constructed. 

 

• Understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national 

and international history. 

Long ago, older, newer, then, 
now, past, present, future, day, 
month, year, yesterday, week, 

when, 
 

Timeline, change, local, 
 

Same, different, similar, 
significant, event, sources, 

primary,  
 

Crimea, Crimean War, Florence 
Nightingale, Edit Cavell, Mary 
Seacole, hospital, battlefield, 

World War One, nurse, soldier, 
patient, hospital, disease, spread, 

hygiene, improve.  
 

Bakery, fire, rebuild, design, 
architect, Thomas Farriner, River 

Thames, 17th Century, Sir 
Christopher Wren, Pudding Lane, 

Samuel Pepys, brigade, spread 

  

Key Stage 
Two 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world 
history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts 

and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and 
sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They 



 

should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. In 

planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined 
below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of 

development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content. 

Year Three • Changes in Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age. 

• The Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain. 

• Know and understand the history 
of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the 
earliest times to the present day: 
how people’s lives have shaped 
this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by 
the wider world. 

 

• The expansion and dissolution of 
empires. 
 

• Achievements and follies of 
mankind 
 

• Gain and deploy a historically 
grounded understanding of 

abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and 

‘peasantry.’ 
 

• Understand historical concepts 
such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, 

Past, present, decade, century, 
AD, BC, primary source, 

secondary source, artefact, 
agriculture, chronology, empire, 
invasion, settlement, prehistory, 

evidence, archaeology.  
 

Bronze Age, Iron Age, Stone Age, 
migration, tribe, hunter gatherer, 

artefact, bronze, iron, 
archaeologist, agriculture, 

Boudicca, Hillfort, settlement.  
 

Conquest, empire, emperor, 
legion, Roman Empire, Celts, 
Rebellion, tribe, Centurion, 

rebellion, Roman Numerals, Italy, 
Rome, defeat.  



 

similarity, difference and 
significance. 

 

• Make connections, draw 
contrasts, analyse trends, frame 
historically-valid questions and 

create their own structured 
accounts 

• Understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national 

and international history; 

 
 
 

Year Four • Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots (Invaders) 

• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdom of England to the time 

of Edward the Confessor (Invaders) 

• A study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 

chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
(Crime and Punishment) 

• Know and understand the history 
of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the 
earliest times to the present day: 
how people’s lives have shaped 
this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by 
the wider world. 

 

• Achievements and follies of 
mankind 
 

• Understand historical concepts 
such as continuity and change, 

Past, present, decade, century, 
AD, BC, primary source, 

secondary source, artefact, 
agriculture, chronology, empire, 
invasion, settlement, prehistory, 

evidence, archaeology. 
 

Angles, Saxons, Scots, Picts, 
Vikings, invaders, invade, 

struggle, power, rule, kingdom, 
Christianity, Paganism, Gods, 

war. 
 

Judge, jury, trial, punishment, 
fairness, justice, prison, labour, 



 

cause and consequence, 
similarity, difference and 

significance. 
 

• Make connections, draw 
contrasts, analyse trends, frame 
historically-valid questions and 

create their own structured 
accounts 

 

• Understand the methods of 
historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to 
make historical claims, and 

discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of 
the past have been constructed. 

 

 
 

execution, crime, treason, 
deterrent, Bobbies, law, 
consequence, change, 

revolutionise.  

Year Five • The achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of where 

and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study of one of 

the following: Ancient Sumer; The 
Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang 

Dynasty of Ancient China (Ancient 
Egypt)  

• Know and understand significant 
aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the nature of ancient 
civilisations. 

 

• The expansion and dissolution of 
empires; characteristic features of 

past non-European societies; 

Era, period. Ancient, civilisations, 
democracy, interpretation, 

Primary Evidence & Sources, 
Secondary evidence & Sources, 

significance, influence.  
 

Ancient, Egypt, Egyptian, 
Pharaoh, hieroglyphs, irrigation, 



 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life 
and achievements and their influence 

on the western world (Greeks) 

• A local history study - an aspect of 
history or a site dating from a period 
beyond 1066 that is significant in the 

locality. (Medieval Stevenage) 

• Know and understand the history 
of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the 
earliest times to the present day: 
how people’s lives have shaped 
this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by 
the wider world. 

 

• Achievements and follies of 
mankind 
 

• Gain and deploy a historically 
grounded understanding of 

abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and 

‘peasantry.’ 
 

• Understand historical concepts 
such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, 
similarity, difference and 

significance. 
 

• Make connections, draw 
contrasts, analyse trends, frame 
historically-valid questions and 

create their own structured 
accounts, including written 

narratives and analyses 

Nile, tomb, mummification, 
civilisation, pyramid, 

sarcophagus, discovery, 
archaeologist, gods, worship.  

 
Greek, polis, city state, empire, 

democracy, myth, Sparta, Athens, 
belief, influence, Zeus, rule, 

Alexander, expand, conquer, 
defeat.  

 
Medieval, peasant, revolt, rule, 
kingdom, lord, monarch, feudal 
system, wattle and daub, castle, 
motte, bailey, knights, infection, 
palisade, portcullis, legitimate, 

heir, democracy, disease, 
infection, parasite, quarantine.    



 

• Understand the methods of 
historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to 
make historical claims, and 

discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of 
the past have been constructed. 

 

• Gain historical perspective by 
placing their growing knowledge 

into different contexts, 
understanding the connections 

between local, regional, national 
and international history; 

between cultural, economic, 
military, political, religious and 

social history; and between short- 
and long-term timescales. 

Year Six  • A non-European society that provides 
contrasts with British history – one 

study chosen from: early Islamic 
civilization, including a study of 

Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization 
c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 

900-1300 (Mayans) 

• a study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ 

chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
- a significant turning point in British 

• Know and understand significant 
aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the nature of ancient 
civilisations. 

 

• The expansion and dissolution of 
empires; characteristic features of 

past non-European societies; 
 

• Achievements and follies of 
mankind 
 

Era, period. Ancient, civilisations, 
democracy, interpretation, 

Primary Evidence & Sources, 
Secondary evidence & Sources, 

significance, influence.  
 
 

Maya, civilisation, ancient, 
scribes, maize, glyphs, Chichen 

Itza, Yucatan, BC, AD, Guatemala, 
Mexico, Honduras, spiritual, 
sacrifice, ceremonial, city, 



 

history, for example, the Battle of 
Britain (Remembrance) 

• Gain and deploy a historically 
grounded understanding of 

abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and 

‘peasantry.’ 
 

• Understand historical concepts 
such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, 
similarity, difference and 

significance. 
 

• Make connections, draw 
contrasts, analyse trends, frame 
historically-valid questions and 

create their own structured 
accounts, including written 

narratives and analyses 

 

• Understand the methods of 
historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to 
make historical claims, and 

discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of 
the past have been constructed. 

 

• Gain historical perspective by 
placing their growing knowledge 

temple, tribe, conquer, 
excavation, archaeologist, Gods, 

ruler, belief.    
 
 

Trenches, front line, army, 
military, Navy, RAF, Britain, 
Allied, Allies, Axis, Germany, 

Evacuation, Rationing, Battle, 
dogfight, Spitfire, Channel, 

operation, enemy, 
Remembrance, National, 

International. Holocaust, justice, 
peace.  



 

into different contexts, 
understanding the connections 

between local, regional, national 
and international history; 

between cultural, economic, 
military, political, religious and 

social history; and between short- 
and long-term timescales. 

 


